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HDBaseT Clears Cable Clutter
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HDBaseT is designed to clean up cable clutter in a big way. This interface format uses a single, slender cable with an R145
connector on each end to carry HDMI (with HDCP compliance), Ethernet, USB, RS-232, and up to 100 watts of AC power more than
100 meters, precluding the need for all those separate cables (and extenders in the case of HDMI). Crestron, AMX, Gefen, and
Extron are selling HDBaseT products now—including adapters that convert between HDBaseT and HDMI for legacy gear—and
promoters include LG, Samsung, and Sony Pictures, which believes that people will consume more content if connections are this
easy. Fortunately, the HDBaseT Alliance is a non-profit organization, and licensing costs very little, which bodes well for its adoption
among consumer-electronics companies.
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